APPENDIX
Before proceeding, then, any further in the exposition
of this matter, allow me to indulge in a brief historical
outline.
The fact that I have had the honour to participate
actively in the conclusion and execution of the Polish-
German Pact, imposes on me the duty of its analysis.
The pact of 1934 was a great event in 1934. It was an
attempt to give some better course to the history of
two great nations, an attempt at leaving the unwhole-
some atmosphere of daily clashes and wider hostile
designs, at rising above the animosities of centuries,
and at building deep the foundations of mutual respect.
An endeavour to oppose evil is always the best expression
of political activity.
From this point of view the breaking of such a pact
is no insignificant matter. . However, every treaty is
worth as much as the consequences which follow from
it. And if the policy and conduct of the partner diverges
from the principles of the pact, we have no reason for
mourning its weakening or its dissolution. The Polish-
German Pact of 1934 was a treaty of mutual respect and
good neighbourliness, and, as such, it possessed a
positive value for the life of our country, the life of
Germany, and the life of the whole of Europe. Since,
however, there have appeared tendencies to interpret
it as a limit to the freedom of our policy, or as a ground
for demanding from us one-sided concessions contrary
to our vital interests, it thereby lost its real character.
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